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What Does Jt Mean te Be 
Socially Aware? 


HERE IS A THIN, PIPING WISDOM which holds that if each person 

minded his own business, did his job well, saved his pennies thriftily, 

pursued his own interest under the laws of his country, the world 
would be a better place to live in. Perhaps. Perhaps it would be a little 
better. But it could hardly be very much better because the argument is 
founded on a false philosophy and a false psychology—granted, of course, 
the desirability of patient effort and the folly of extravagance. The under- 
lying principle—the false principle—is that each man can realize himself 
through his own efforts alone, that self-realization is primarily an indi- 
vidual achievement, and only secondarily a social process. 


Emphasis should be placed in exactly the opposite direction. The truth 
is that man is weak and pitiable unless he receives strength from his fel- 
lowman. Even this is only part of the truth. The really great truth is that 
men and women become strong by giving their strength to others. Who 
gives most gets most. The psychologists are telling us that we shall be 
without fear or dread when air-raids come if we can find a job to do: a 
task that softens the blow dealt to our neighbors by explosion and fire. 
A gteat teacher is one who has learned to lose himself in the lives of his 
charges. Albert Thomas, the eminent Frenchman who consecrated his 
life to international peace, was warned by his friends that he was being 
robbed of his health and his days by devotion to duty. His reply is now 
carved on his monument: “My life cannot be taken from me, for I give 
it freely.” Great men live eternally because they live for their fellows. 
“Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou shalt find it after many days.” 


E ARE NOW PREPARED TO ANSWER the question at the top of 
YY) this page, What does it mean to be socially aware? To be socially 

aware means to know in every fibre of our being and in every 
particle of our bodies; to understand in its many ramifications and myriad 
applications, in the family, in the classroom, in social and economic ques- 
tions, in international affairs—it means to know and to understand the 
profound psychological principle that men and women have importance 
only as members of a group, that they can realize themselves only by 
giving themselves freely and generously to their group. By losing our- 
selves, we find ourselves; by loving others we win their love; by living 
for others—and dying if need be—we achieve immortality——By John S. 
Gambs, Associate Professor of Social Welfare, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge. 
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